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TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTING 


For town, guns 
are protection 


Residents say good guys with weapons, 
not more restrictions, are the answer 


By NAOMI MARTIN 


Staff Writer 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — With horror, 
the mother realized the thunderous bangs near 
her house were gunfire. She grabbed her three 
children and two firearms, and hid in the bath- 


room, shaking and scared. 


“The only sense of protection that I felt like I 
had were those guns in my house,’ said Lagena 


Garcia, 31. 


The mass shooting at First Baptist Church 


Louis DeLuca/Staff Photographer 
“We all understand a gun did not kill my 
sister,” said Jimmy Stevens. “It was a sick 
person who did that.” 


that killed 26 people and wounded 20 others 
has not made the residents of this rural area east 
of San Antonio reconsider their belief in guns. 
It has only reinforced the sense that the answer 
to America’s mass shooting problem is not gun 
control. It’s more guns — more guns in the hands 


See MORE Page 12A 
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61M deal on 
back pay reached 


‘Dark fiscal cloud’ over city 
clearing, Rawlings says 
By TRISTAN HALLMAN 


Staff Writer 
thallman@dallasnews.com 


The Dallas City Council will vote next 
week to pay $61 million to settle four of six 
back pay lawsuits from police officers and 


City Attorney Larry Casto said the set- 
tlement will be paid using the city’s current 
bonding capacity and will not require voter 
approval. Some of the financial details still 
have to be ironed out, but financing it will 
not require a tax increase. 

If approved, the settlement will avert a 
trial scheduled for Dec. 4 in Collin County. 
While the remaining two cases risk that 


firefighters — lawsuits that the mayor has 


said could help bankrupt the city. 


See DALLAS Page 15A 
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BUSINESS 


Family sues ER over 
4-year-old’s death 


A freestanding emergency 
room in Keller is sued by 
the parents of a 4-year-old 
girl who died after being 
treated there. 1D 


New lot may ease 
pickups at DFW 
People waiting to pick 
up someone at DFW 
International Airport will 
have a new option that 
could help them save on 
gas and parking fees — a 
cellphone parking lot. 1D 


NATION & 
WORLD 


Syria-backed forces 
now face U.S. allies 


With the fall of the Islamic 
State’s last significant 
stronghold in Syria, Ira- 
nian and Russian-backed 
Syrian troops now turn to 
face off with their main 
rival, the U.S.-backed 
forces in the country’s 
north and east. 4A 


Moore defies push 
to end Senate bid 
Alabama Republican Roy 
Moore rejected increasing 
pressure to abandon his 
Senate bid as fears grew 
among GOP leaders that 
a once-safe Senate seat 
was in jeopardy. 8A 


METRO & STATE 


Mesquite is warned 
on annexation plan 


Attorney General Ken 
Paxton’s office has in- 
formed Mesquite officials 
that its plan to annex into 
Kaufman County may 
violate state law. 1B 


ARTS & LIFE 


Texas tarragon is 
good alternative 


Texas tarragon, a tough 
perennial that grows well 
in North Texas, is a good 
substitute for French tar- 
ragon. 1E 
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VETERANS DAY 


Decorated Vietnam corpsman hasn't forgotten horror Trump: 


struggle to 


understand war 


By DAVID TARRANT | Staff Writer | dtarrant@dallasnews.com 


hen the landmine exploded, the young corpsman was leaning 
against a levee, reading a letter from his girlfriend. His body 
jerked at the shattering sound, and he saw something he will 
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ASIAN SUMMIT 


U.S. 


comes 
first 


President again slams 
multilateral trade deals; 
Xi praises globalization 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


DANANG, Vietnam — 
President Donald Trump 
vowed on Friday to protect 
U.S. interests against for- 
eign exploitation, preaching 
an America-first approach to 
a group of leaders who once 
pinned their economic hopes 


Louis DeLuca/Staff Photographer on a regional trade pact led by 
Mike Kuklenski, at the Vietnam Memorial at Fair Park in Dallas, was a Navy Corpsman who earned the Silver the United States. 
Cross for “conspicuous service” in 1969 during the Vietnam War. 


“We are not going to let the 
United States be taken advan- 
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tage of anymore,’ Trump told 
business leaders at the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation 
forum. “I am always going to 
put America first, the same 
way that I expect all of you in 
this room to put your coun- 
te tries first.” 

| Taking the stage immedi- 
ately after Trump, President 
Xi Jinping of China delivered 


Courtesy of Mike Kuklenski 
Kuklenski received the Silver Star 
for gallantry for treating other 
wounded Marines even though he 
was also severely wounded. 


never forget — a man’s boot flying over his head, the shredded remains 


of a leg still inside. 


Mike Kuklenski was trying to make 
sense of what happened when he heard 
someone shouting. ‘Corpsman up!” 

Nearly 50 years later, he is still try- 
ing to make sense of what happened. 

It’s like a dream that ends with him 
waking in a sweat — memories like 
this one. They flare up like the flame 


reigniting fear and pain. 


See DECORATED Page 2A 


of a Zippo lighter, re-illuminating the 
jungles, the hills and the rice paddies, 


Kuklenski arrived in Vietnam on 
May 1, 1969, a 19-year-old Navy hos- 
pital corpsman, assigned as a medic 


Nov. 11 was set aside in 1954 to honor 
all the men and women who have 
served in our nation’s armed services. See OTHERS Page 134 


~ a sharply contrasting message, 
championing more robust 
engagement with the world. 
Xi used his speech to make a 
spirited defense of globaliza- 
tion, saying relations among 
countries should be “more 


open, more inclusive, more 
FLY YOUR balanced, more equitable and 
FLAG more beneficial to all.” 


Today is Veterans The audience included 
Day. Formerly leaders who had supported 
designated as the Trans-Pacific Partner- 
Armistice Day to ship, a sweeping 12-nation ac- 
commemorate the end of World War |, cord that was to be led by the 


DRUGS 


Opioid rise ‘cries out for something like this 


Strike force targets money 
at center of rising epidemic 


By KEVIN KRAUSE 
Staff Writer 
kkrause@dallasnews.com 


Rian Lashley spent her last mo- 
ments unconscious on a stranger’s 
couch in Dallas. 


No one called 911 even as the 
19-year-old was showing signs of 
an overdose. The drug dealer who 
sold her extra-potent heroin was 
concerned only about stealing her 
money, authorities said. The teen, 
a singer and musician, had a schol- 
arship to attend college. It was her 
first time trying the drug. 

Fatal opioid deaths in North 


Texas such as Rian’s in 2014 are 
now on the rise, like in other parts 
of Texas and the U.S. In response, 
federal officials in the Dallas area 
have created a new weapon to at- 
tack major drug suppliers: a strike 
force consisting of nine federal 
agencies. 

The strike force, which falls 
under the Justice Department’s 


9 


Organized Crime Drug Enforce- 
ment Task Force designation, will 
primarily focus on violent gangs 
that traffic in heroin and synthetic 
opioids from Mexico and China, 
said John Parker, U.S. attorney for 
the Northern District of Texas. 
“Were seeing enough of it here 


RIAN 
LASHLEY 


See AGENCIES Page 3A 
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